
Scorecard on the COVID-19
Emergency Support Fund (ESF) 2020-211

('000s)
Total Support ESF (number of recipients/funding amount) 3,293 $62,653

Support to artists 1,037 $8,936

Support to groups 410 $4,045

Support to arts organizations 1,846 $49,672

First-time grant recipients2 529 $3,888

Phase 1 (number of recipients/funding amount) 1,672 $47,045

Support to artists 0 $0

Support to groups 0 $0

Support to arts organizations 1,672 $47,045

First-time grant recipients2 1 $24

Phase 2 (number of recipients/funding amount) 412 $5,059

Support to artists 0 $0

Support to groups 308 $3,188

Support to arts organizations 104 $1,871

First-time grant recipients2 23 $115

Digital Originals (number of recipients/funding amount) 1,026 $5,130

Support to artists 781 $3,905

Support to groups 109 $545

Support to arts organizations 136 $680

First-time grant recipients2 408 $2,040

Research and Creation (number of recipients/funding amount) 285 $5,419

Support to artists 266 $5,031

Support to groups 15 $311

Support to arts organizations 4 $77

First-time grant recipients2 97 $1,709

2020-21

For more information contact the Research, Measurement and Data Analytics Section: research@canadacouncil.ca



Designated Priority Groups3

('000s)

Support to artists 69 $599

Support to groups 60 $921

Support to arts organizations 96 $2,912

Total 225 $4,432

Support to artists 281 $2,398

Support to groups 170 $1,611

Support to arts organizations 207 $4,452

Total 658 $8,461

Support to artists 129 $1,158

Support to groups 25 $335

Support to arts organizations 32 $713

Total 186 $2,206

Support to artists 102 $841

Support to groups 66 $552

Support to arts organizations 97 $2,040

Total 265 $3,432

Support to artists 45 $320

Support to groups 30 $338

Support to arts organizations 66 $1,622

Total 141 $2,280

Support to Indigenous recipients
(number of recipients/funding amount)

Support to culturally diverse  recipients
(number of recipients/funding amount)

Support to recipients from Anglophone Official Language Minority 
Communities (number of recipients/funding amount)

Support to  recipients from Francophone Official Language Minority 
Communities (number of recipients/funding amount)

2020-21

Support to Deaf and disability recipients
(number of recipients/funding amount)

2



Data as of March 31st, 2021
N/A = Not Applicable
1 Federal emergency support administered by the Canada Council for the Arts in 2020-21 to help alleviate the 
financial pressures of affected organizations through the COVID-19 Emergency Support Fund for Cultural, 
Heritage and Sport Organizations.
2 These first-time recipient figures include recipients from the "Granting Programs," "Strategic Funds," "Prizes 
and Fellowships" and "Public Right lending Program" categories. It excludes the "Program Partnerships" category.
3 From 2017-18 onwards, information regarding the Canada Council’s designated priority groups was obtained 
through the self-identification form in the portal. Comparison with data from previous years is not suggested, as 
the data collection methodology changed.  
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